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Aramis cologne: The feel of the stawchy shirty he wears to- work each
day. The jingle of his keys ow the counter as he comes home from
work. None of these features, however, awre as inherent to- my dad as
the stability he has provided in my life, even i my earliest memories:
Over the last 18 yeows, I have trawnsformed fromv a bossy, Barney-
obsessed toddler to- v outgoing; covutantly on-the-go-teenager. My
interesty have ranged from Wishbone to- Britney Spears to- t-ball to-
writing. Practically nothing inv my life has stoyed the same for long.
Except my dad, that i

Whew I wag five, I would sit at owr front doov as wyy dad left for
work. Everydoy, without fail, my dad wouwld wawve goodbye to- me
throughv the suvwoof of his cow. Although he probably doesnwt even
remember, that small gesture was the highlight of my dad. Even now,
13 yeaws later, it's the little things that my dad does that make me
smile. He would never guess that whenw he's dancing to- Bob Seger i
the caw, using phwases like “How ‘bout thewm apples?” and “rat finks”,
that it’s those type of moments that make me adore him.

The way he treatsy my mother, the way he hugs me goodbye each
morning; the way he respecty his pawrents. Each sneaks up onw me from
time to- time and reminds me that, without him, I wouldn't be the
persow I amvtoday. I guess;, deep down, I'mthat 5-yeor old sitting at
the front door, waiting for a wove from her daddy. Eventhen, I knew
that my dad was something to-be proud of-
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A few yeowrs ago- I cow recall clearly my father presenting my
worw out bike to- our neighbor that had just moved in. I remember

the jealowsy that engulfed my mind. Why did he spend move tume
withv someone who- waswt eveww his ownw blood? Where was my father
whew I needed him? Why was he handing downw my possessions to-this
boy? I was beyond devastated. What did my father meown to- me then?
My father meant sadness, evwy, and betrayal.

However, whenw I cleawed wmy mind of the resentment, I could see
clearly what my father sow invowr neighbor. He sow himself. He sow v
single mother struggling to- raise her two- children. He knew what it
was like to- be inv that boy’s shoes. AL he wanted to- do- was provide
himv withv v bike, show him that there was someone out there who-
understood him. But all I could feel was the desive to- be understood

by my father. What did my father meoawv to- me then? My father meant
guilt and pride.

In retrospect, my thought process was ridiculous. I was upset
about awv old bike being presented to- a thirteen year old boy who-
never owned one before. I was infuriated even thoughv I had a brand
new bike inv my garage that I never evew used. I was agitated that
my father wanted to- try and offer this boy the life he never had,
while all along, I way living v mowrvelouy life. I had my father to-
learw from everyday, whew this boy never had one. My father now

meany: respect, thoughtfulness; empathvy, and love.
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tverything that I amy I oun because of my father. Thwough my
16 yeawrs of living ow this earth;, he has always been there at my side:
He helpsy me; he guides me; he teaches me and most impovtant of all,
he mentors me: I look up to- my dad more thownw anyone else i the
whole entire world. He iy my hero-

My dad’s name iy Joe Sundermeyer, and he is the best dad yow
could ever find. He iy v web- designer [ writer at Sprint. He loves to-
cook, run, listenw to- music, and read. My dad iy also- one of the
kindest people I know. He never gety mad, and he always wanty to-
help people. There is one memory of his kindness that sticks out move
thaw any other. We were going to-the Kansas City Zoo-and he noticeds
a big family behind us inv the ticket line. He paid their way into- the
z00- without any hesitation. Not becaunse anyone was watching, but
Jjust because he knew it would be av nice thing to-do- As longas I live,
I will never forget that davy.

Sporty ave one of my fowovite things, boseball inv pauwticulan.
Whew I way little, my dad taught me how to- catch a baseball; how to-
thwrow av strike, and how to- Wit av homerun. Whenever I play baseball,
I want to-do-well so-that I canw make my dad proud. I know that he’'l

alwayy be at my games cheering me ov.

I do- not hawe the words to- describe how amaging my dad is, so-
T'Wtry to- suwm it up inv nine: My dad iy and adways will be my hero- I
love yow dad.
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I honestly believe that my dad s the greatest father in the
world for many reasons. He does so- much for my family, let alone me:.
It iy amaging to- me that my dad is o greak father because my dad
has; to- this day, never evenw met his oww biological father. He left
before my dad was everv born. My dad had a step father that was
good to- him, but at times could be difficudt and hawd to- get along
with. He passed away.

My dad does so- much for my family and me. He sacrifices so-
much for us that I truly believe that he would give his oww life for us:
He has done howrs of work and gave tons of blood, sweat, and tears
to- support his family. Along withv these thoughts and sacrifices he has
maintained patience and has showed cove, concern, and most
importantly, love to-his fomily.

I hawe av lot of memories of my father and hope to- make mary
move withy him. For exaumple, I remember several yeaws of coaching
me inv baseballl (my sister inv softball to- this day), him tying av rope
around his waist and that rope to- av tawp inv whichy my sister and I
sat o as he ranw avround and pulled as av sled out in the freeging
cold. A persov comv also- ask many people; and they would savy that wy
dad evenw used to- cowry me whew I was av young baby as he mowed
the lawn. One wouldwt see him anywhere unless he was corrying me
i his awrms. Ay difficudt as that would be today, he stil shows his love
ands cowe v many, many other ways. I remember moany yeors of
fishing, and recently, av couple years of hunting withv my father.
There iy not enough paper invthe world for me to- shawe all of the fur
and enjoyable momentsy and memories that I have of my father.

I canwnot put into-words how much I love my father. There is no-
way that o person could love something else as muich or more thawv
my father loves my family and me. He has also- taught me many
lessony invthe gaume of life and continutes to-almost everyday. At those
times; when he teaches me those things v driving, sports, school,
religion, Chwristionity, love, or avything at all, & may seemv as
though he iy being strict, mean, or unloving. I have to- remember



that the only reason why he iy showing me these things is because he
loves me and hay experienced these things himself and just doesnwt

no- matter what, I will always remember that he has never let me or
my family doww and shows how much he loves us all.

There iy muchv move that I would like to- include inv this paper,
but this is what my father means to- me and why I believe he iy the
greatest dad in the world!!!
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To- me my father iy someone I can trust no- matter what. I feel
that I canv go-to- him for anything and tell himv anything. No- matter
what he's doing, if I need to- talk to- himv at anvy time;, he wil drop
what he’s doing and listen. I feel that I can telll himv anything and
he wonw't tell v soul. My dad never lety me doww or fails ivv his word.
He stands up for me and I cawv go- to- himv for advice. He takes the
time to- teach me things; explain things to- me and help me if I dowt
wnderstond.  If I need help with something, all I have to- do- iy ask
himv ond he’'s there for me.

My father almost alwayy iy at my sports games supporting me;
and whew he’s not, he’s working to- support his family. e works hawd
to- provide enough money for me to- go-to- a private school. And has
taught me to-work hawd and be diigent.

My father has been o good example for me and my two- sisters.
He hay tauwght us to- respect elders and those inv authority over us. He
has also- taught us to- never give up or back doww from v challenge:.
He hay taught us to- love God and others. This iy what my father
meany to- me.
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What my father means to- me is a persovv who- is there to-talk to-
me:..av persovw who- cares and wanty to- take care of me:..av person who-
wanty the best for me. What my father means to- me iy o father who-
disciplines to- help further along...av father who-would do- anything to-
stoy withv iy fomily...av father that treaty me and my wmother
right...v. mowv who- s not afraid to say no...a father who cowv
understond or try to- understand me...av father that iy inv my life:....ov
father that wanty to- come too a track wmeet or a band
concert...someone who- iy there to- hold up the family. Most of all
“What my father means to- me” iy o Godly father one who- will teach
me the Bible and different things....aw father that knows how to- be av
father. That iy “What my Father means to-me’.
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Think about what o composer’s best symphony meany to- themu.
Imagine thew listening to- each piece over and over. Imagine them
re-living each symphony again and again inv their head. Try to-feel
the burning happiness inv their gut whew they hear their best work.
Now imagine a girl who- finally has a genuine father i her life.
That's pretty much what it’s like withv me and my step-dad, Kerwvy.
He iy like my greatest symphony.

I'mv not trying to- be dramatic or anything. I do howe o real
dad inv my life. Ity just different withv Kevwvy. Kenwny and I like to-
talk, and like to- watch TV. Owr foworite show to- watch together is
“Madhowse”. It's about racing. It's howd for me to- do- these things
withy my real dad because he works out of state (Alaska). But Keww
will be there for me.

I amv supposed to- give examples of things that demonstrate
Kenwny’s character. Kevwy i caring, fun, protective; nice and laughs
at all my jokes. He s well-rounded so- sometimes serious and hawd-
working. Some examples of this are he does things for his friends,
like plow their driveway or trimv their tress ov pull them out of the
snow, and if I lose or ruwnw out of something, I tell Kerwy. I have no-
frustrations withv Kevwy. He thinks everything I say s furwy and
everything we talk about i important and I like that. He is just anv
awesome person and we hawe anv awesome relationship. I love him to-
the moon and back and want himw awound forever. And he will be.
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My dad s inv my life but he iswt. I say this because I feel like
he’s there physically but not emotionally. I meawv he buys me clothes
and he provides for me;, but I just dowt think that's enough. I need
him to- show me that he loves, me; and just not by buying me stuff
because love is av Lot richer thanw money. I think all boys should have
a father in their life to- prepave thew for the world...what and what
not to- do= Half of Africanv Americow boys grew up without a father.
That's really sad.

I remember whew I playyed baseball all the other player’s dads
were i the bleachers, but whew I looked out I was sad because my
father wasnw't. He was inv prison. He wsually was always in prisovw or
running the streets. I wse to-go-home and cry and asked myself is it
my foulde? Amv I the cause? Why iy my father alwoys ivv prison? Why
couldwt he just sty out of trouble?

I love my dad. I meawv I know he has made some bad choices
i life and has beenw inv and out of prisovw all my life. But I forgive
him.  Eveww though he hasn't been that good of o father I know he's
trying to: I hope whew he gety out of prison he will change his wovys
ond step up and make o change; and fix our relationship like ity
suppose to-be. It's never too-late: Never!
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“My Father Means My Life”. My dad means my life to me
because he loves me and puty food onw my table: He loves watching
me play sporty. What's awesome about himv iy that he dowt cowe if I
winv or if I lose as long as I had a good game and had fun. He loves
watching me play baseball the most becauwse he likes baseball the
most. My father iy the hawdest working maw I've every known. He
only missed four days in 20 years.

My dad loves me so- murch he would risk his life for me and my
fomily he iy v very brave mawn. My dad s very nice because the takes
ws out to- eat every Satuwrday and Sundoay. Whew I make o mistoke
my dad encowrages me and doesnw't get mad ov yell at me. He just
says TW get it next time. He always spends tume withv me whes he has
free time. We talk about sporty and upcoming things.

My dad and I sometimes wrestle in my living roowm. I try to- stop
himv but he iy anv unstoppable beast that canv not be taken down.
Sometimes I'wv jogging withv my dad in the morning. He jogs so-long
without stobping he iy o incredible athlete. Whenw me and my dad go-
to- the pool sometimes he leapy out of the pool acting like aw
enormous; ferocious, dangerows showk. I'mv lucky to- hawve my dad
because we go- onv vacations every yeow to- awesome; wonderfuly
luxurious places.

tvery time someone writesy about hig dad they always say he's
the best but deep doww inside I know my dad “out Father’s them all.
He iy the nicest, loving mowv ever. I wowldnwt trade himv for
anything. He istruly the BEST!
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THE BEST DAD EVER!!!!

I think my dad is the father of the yeowr because he iy always
there for me and he always encowrages me to- do- my best. My dad
also- has never missed av cheer competition of mine and whew I cheer
I cowv heawr himv say “Come o Kellis; yow canv do- it” so- I keep ow
trying and I got 2 place and he was so- proud of me. He iy also-
there to- help me whew I howe trouble. He also- means so- much to- me
because when I amv nervous he helps me out by asking me what's the
matter and telling me that it s ok and whew I amv mad he makes
mes some hot chocolate and we sit ow the couch and talk about it.
Also; whew I o sad he tries to- make me laughv by telling me furwyy
Jjokes and he cally me Kellis-Smellis. He also-does not just take care of
me and my sister but he also-takes care of my two- cousing that do- not
hawve av dad and he became their dad and they love him very much
like I do- and that iy why I think my dad should be the father of the
yeoawr but I also-know that he will s6tll be proud of me/!!!
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What my father means to-me. I love my father avlot. He protecty
me if I'mv scawed. He says if's ok and he looks everywhere in the
house: He says donw't worry if there was anything to- happer to- yow,
he would be there right beside me. My dad means incredibly
everything to- me. He goes to- work every day so-that owr foumily cowv
suwrvive, He buys us food and he tries as howd as he canv to- make sure
that my family has o roof over owr head. He always put owr family
furst. Whew I was three years old, I cracked wmy head operv at Wal-
Mauwt and he rushed me to-the hospital.

This is why I love my dad so- nuich.
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My Uncle Ricardo iy so- speciad. He always plays withv me:
Sometimes he plays outside withy me and we plavy football. Sometimes
I read books to- himv because he says it iy important to- leawrn.
Sometimes he lety me sit outside withy him. It makes me feel happy to-
spend time withv my uncle.

My uncle helpsy my mamo. He went to- my school and helped
translate so- my mow could talk to- my teacher. Sometimes he goes to-
my brother’s class and he takes my mouwna to-help her. He picks me up
from tutoring after school because my mowm works cooking food and
she comes home late.

Whew I was o balby, my uncle helped teach me how to-walk. He

taught me how to- play football; and I like football. He taught my
brother and me how to- baseball.

My wncle makes me feel happy. I'm glad to- see him when he
comes to-my howse: I would like to-play more withv my uncle:



